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suggested that he be recognized as such. This, however,
would be to anticipate the conclusion of the Vienna
treaty; as long as this had not been signed, the Prince of
Orange did not have the right to proclaim himself sover-
eign in Belgium. But the news had rapidly become worse;
France was opening her doors wide to Napoleon; the Res-
toration was collapsing everywhere at the mere appearance
of the former Emperor; by March 13, he had already
reached Lyon without having struck a blow. The move-
ment spread to Italy. On March 5, Murat had written the
Vienna and London governments that he would remain
faithful to the alliance, whatever Napoleon did.8 But on
March 15, he launched an invasion of the papal states,
with 35,000 men, 5,000 cavalry troops, and 60 guns.
Under the circumstances, therefore, if a general war
were to break out, it would be dangerous for the Allies to
hold Belgium by nothing more than a military occupa-
tion. It was better to inform the Congress who Belgium's
new sovereign would be. Wellington's suggestion was ap-
proved. But Napoleon was advancing rapidly. By March
17, he had reached Auxerre. On the nineteenth, Louis and
his cojirt fled Paris, and Napoleon entered the capital on
'the following day. On March 25, the four Allies concluded
an alliance which Renewed the Treaty of Chaumont, and
invited France to join it. Two days later, Talleyrand
accepted.
The new danger had brought Alexander to his senses.
He had made( up his quarrel with Metternich, turned his
back on the Bonapartes, abandoned his revolutionary
ideas, and quenched his mania for contradiction. For the
first time since the Congress had opened, he was in agree-
ment with everyone else. It was obvious that he had been
mistaken when in April and May he had appointed him-
self guarantor of France's behavior and her reconciliation
with the rest of Europe. Yet he was by no means an
intractable egotist who became obstinate and annoyed
*Ibid.f p. 1049.